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L NORTH BULLDING LTl
Shawnee Methodist Mission (01d Shawneé Mission), L HARBS
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Date of evection: 1845, kG-

Presant owners Stata of Kansas.

Notable avents-and occupants'

A Hethodlst Misslon was established in 1830 by the Rev,
Thomas Johnson near Choutesu's trading post, not far from the
présent -town of Turner in Wyandotte County. It became outstand-
ing because of the Shawnee manual labor school organized with

" money received from the church and from the Federal government.

. In 1839 Rev. Johnson began building on the present site in

. Johnson County and the school became an estsblishment of 2000
acres, containing 3 large brick bulldings with an enrollment of
nearly 200 Indian boys and girls. For years it was an outpost of
¢civilization on the Western frontier. The Santa Fe and Oregon
trails passed near its doors. Many of the great figures of the
old west were entertained here. In 1834 it became the executive
offices of the first governor of the territory of Kansas. The
legislators cotivened here tc pass the first territorial laws. 1t
was the scene of many conflicts between Antislavery and Proslavery
parties. During the Civil War the buildings were barracks for
Union troops and in 1864 a battle was fought across the Mission
fields.

In 1362 the schocl was discontinued and the property fell into
private hands. It was not until 1827 that the present site of 12
acres, including the 3 old brick bulldings, was acquired by the
state. It is now managed by the Kansas State Historical Society,
with the Colonial Dames, the Daughters of the American Revolution,
the Dawghters of 1812, the Daughters of the American Colonists,
and the Shawnee Mission Indian Historical Society, in active
cooperation.

The North building was eraected to provide classrooms and
sleeping quarters for Indian girls. Originally thore were rooms
at both ends of the porches. The east rooms, however, were razed
sometime ago. Kansas territorial governors and other officials
had ofices here from 1854 to 1856, It was the residence of
Thonas Johnson, school superintendent, during part of the period
of his long service. The legislature appropriated §15,000 toward
the restoration of this building.

Reference: "Annals of Shawnee Methodist Mission and Indian Manual Labor
School, " compiled by Martha B. Caldwell. Fublished by The Kansas
State Historical Society, (Topeka, Kensas, 19%9). 119 pp. illus.
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